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gone. Instead, the One who 

bore the cross and suffered 

for our sake is alive and pre-

sent among us! 

This is why a young man 

ŎƻǳƭŘ ǎŀȅ ǘƻ ƳŜ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅΣ άL 

ŘƛŘƴΩǘ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǿƘŜƴ L 

ǿŀǎ ŀ ōƻȅΦ aȅ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ 

/ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴΦ .ǳǘ ǿƘŜƴ LΩƳ ƛƴ 

worship, I can feel the pres-

ŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΦέ ²Ƙŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ 

young man feels is not just an 

emotion but a reality. Christ 

is in our midst. Christ is risen. 

Christ is alive. 

Come and worship the cruci-

fied and living Lord this Holy 

Week at Faith. Bring your 

friends and classmates too. 

Invite them to experience the 

power and the presence of 

Jesus Christ the Lord. 

Your brother in Christ, 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Bruce Wilder 

Senior Pastor 

Dear Friends in Christ: 

On the 28th of this month, 

you and I will commemorate 

Palm Sunday once again. Our 

Lord rode triumphantly into 

Jerusalem nearly 2,000 years 

ago...that's a long time. The 

distance between Albuquer-

que and Jerusalem is 6,262 

nautical miles...that's a long 

way. Yet the distance of time 

and space cannot separate us 

from the living Christ who is 

Lord of the Church. 

During Holy Week and Easter, 

we do not just remember the 

events that took place two 

millennia ago as if we are try-

ing to recreate an ancient 

moment in time. Instead, we 

gather in the presence of 

Jesus Christ who is not a relic 

of the past, but the Lord of 

Life who is truly with us. 

We come together in the 

presence of the very same 

One who heard the shouts of 

άIƻǎŀƴƴŀΗ IƻǎŀƴƴŀΗ .ƭŜǎǎŜŘ 

is he who comes in the name 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΗέ ²Ŝ ƎŀǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ 

the presence of the One who 

took the bread and the cup 

ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ Ƴȅ ōƻŘȅΧ

ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ Ƴȅ ōƭƻƻŘΦέ ²Ŝ ŎƻƴƎǊŜ-

gate in the presence of the 

One who said from the cross, 

άLǘ ƛǎ ŦƛƴƛǎƘŜŘΦ CŀǘƘŜǊΣ ƛƴǘƻ 

your hands I commend my 

ǎǇƛǊƛǘΦέ 

On Easter Sunday we come to 

worship the One who rose 

ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŀŘΧŀƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ hƴŜ 

is Jesus Christ who is alive! 

The Church is not like the his-

torical societies and re-

enactment troupes who do 

their best to mimic events 

from the past down to the 

tiniest detail in order to cap-

ture what it must have been 

like to live hundreds or thou-

sands of years ago among 

those who are now dead and 

March 28 - Palm Sunday 

April 4 - Easter Sunday 

 February 21 - The Cross I 

February 28 - The Cross II 

March 7- The Cross III 

March 14 - The Cross IV 

March 21 - The Cross V 
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1st Saturday 

Worship 

Service        

on          

March 6 at 

5:00 PM 

The next deadline to  

submit articles for  

Faith Alive is   

8:00 AM  

on 

Wednesday,  

March 10, 2010. 

Saturday Worship Service Approved  

Saturday Worship Service 

The congregation approved a one 

year trial period for a Saturday 

worship service at Faith during 

the Annual Meeting held on 

January 31. This meeting was 

attended by 219 members of 

Faith and 15 visiting Lutherans 

from the west side. Details of this 

service were previously outlined 

in the November issue of Faith 

Alive (this issue can be reviewed 

ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ŀǘ CŀƛǘƘΩǎ ǿŜōsite     

http://faithabq.org/faith-alive-

newsletters). Pastor Wilder indi-

cated that the Saturday service 

would probably be closer to a 

blended service and more infor-

mal. Council was scheduled to 

discuss the format for this service 

at its February meeting.  The first 

Saturday service is tentatively 

scheduled to start at 5:00 PM on 

March 6. A determination will be 

made at the 2011 Annual Meet-

ing as to whether the Saturday 

service should be made perma-

nent. The 2010 budget approved 

at the meeting included $22,000 

to cover the costs of this addi-

tional service. No credit was 

taken for additional collections to 

offset this cost, so this estimate is 

likely much higher than what will 

actually be experienced.  This 

service may initially be held in 

the Fellowship Hall. Two of 

CŀƛǘƘΩǎ ƳǳǎƛŎƛŀƴǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƎǊŜŜŘ ǘƻ 

provide music for this service.  

Childcare will be available during 

the service. 

 

sought us out for guidance and 

planning. 

President Ron Iman introduced 

Joel Anspach, a spokesman for 

the guests attending the Annual 

Meeting from the west side of 

Albuquerque who are anxiously 

waiting for Faith to open a west 

side campus. Ron mentioned that 

while Council has recently dis-

cussed the possibility of starting a 

west side campus, there was no 

sense of urgency in doing so. 

However, that view has now 

changed given that we have an 

additional core of individuals who 

are anxious to start a west side 

campus. Pastor Wilder men-

tioned that there are 120 current 

Faith members who live west of   

I-25. Ron requested that the west 

ǎƛŘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ά/ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ƻŦ 

ǘƘŜ ²ƘƻƭŜέ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜ 

their thoughts, needs and poten-

tial solutions and bring their 

thoughts to the March meeting 

of the Council. The congregation 

will be kept informed of develop-

ments with regard to the west 

side. Pastor Wilder emphasized 

that we are responding to the 

needs of our own members as 

well as those of other Lutherans 

who feel disenfranchised from 

their current churches. We have 

ƴƻ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ƛƴ άǊŀƛŘƛƴƎέ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƳ-

bership of other churches. 

A copy of the minutes and slides 

used at the Annual Meeting are 

available upon request from the 

church office. 

Ron Iman, Council President 

Budget 

After discussion of the proposed 

2010 budget led by Financial 

Committee Phillip Mayo, the con-

gregation approved a budget of 

$1,773,740. Of this amount 

$1,608,620 or 90.7% is ear-

marked for fixed expenses; such 

as salaries, benefits, plant opera-

tions, i.e. the cost of opening the 

doors. The remaining $165,120 is 

used for various programs held at 

Faith: missions not including 

Children of Faith, Adult Minis-

tries, worship, Youth Ministries, 

/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ aƛƴƛǎǘǊƛŜǎΣ {ǘŜǿ-

ardship/Evangelism and food 

service. 

LCMC Growth 

It was announced that as of Janu-

ary 31, 2010, the LCMC had 298 

congregations. (Editorial update: 

23 new LCMC congregations 

were added by February 17, 

bringing the total to 339 LCMC 

congregations). Pastor Wilder 

made summary comments about 

the LCMC including its structure 

and growth and its interactions 

with WordAlone and Lutheran-

Core. Good progress is being 

made in our interactions with 

these organizations. 

West Side Campus 

Pastor Wilder indicated how the 

concept of having a West Side 

Ministry Campus had come to 

him ς one church, two locations. 

He also reviewed our recent in-

teractions with members of west 

side Lutheran churches who had 

Holy Week Worship  

Palm Sunday, March 28 \ 

8:00 AM, 9:30 AM,                   

and 11:00 AM 

Maundy Thursday,  April 1 [

Noon and 7:00 PM 

Good Friday, April 2  

7:00 PM 

Easter Sunday, April 4 À 
8:00 AM, 9:30 AM,                    

and 11:00 AM  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

\ No communion served on 

Palm Sunday. 

[ Communion served at both 

services on Maundy Thursday. 

À Communion served on   

Easter Sunday at 8:00 AM and 

11:00 AM.  

Youth who have completed 

²ŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ ¢ŀōƭŜ 

instruction will celebrate their 

First Communion on Easter 

Sunday. 

http://faithabq.org/faith-alive-newsletters
http://faithabq.org/faith-alive-newsletters


 

 

Special 

Congregational 

Meeting  

Sunday, March 14 

12:15 PM 

For the purpose of 

voting on: 

Starting a West Side 

Ministry Campus 

Calling a new Pastor 

at Faith for Youth 

Ministry 
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News of General Interest  

Birth  

Z Edward Lee Bielejec, son of 

Edward & Helen, was born on 

January 29. 

Baptisms  

Z Lisa Martinez was baptized on 

February 13. 

Z Myranda Gabaldon, daughter 

of Kenny Gabaldon & Lisa 

Martinez, was baptized on 

February 14. 

Z Jadyn Gabaldon, Alicia Torres 

& Johnathon Torres, children of 

Kenny Gabaldon & Kristy 

Gabaldon, were baptized on 

February 14. 

Thank You  

× Dear Faith Quilters, 

²Ƙŀǘ ŀ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ƳŀŘŜΗ 

Thank you, quilters. We so 

appreciate the isolett covers. 

Dottie Kohler, Service League 

UNM Hospital 

× Dear Pastors and all staff at 

Faith Lutheran, 

Many thanks for allowing Bible 

Study Fellowship ladies to use 

so many rooms on the morning 

of Wednesday, January 27. We 

truly appreciate all the extra 

work needed to accommodate 

our discussion groups and are 

especially thankful to the exist-

ing Wednesday morning groups 

who allowed us to use their 

rooms. What a terrific blessing 

Faith Lutheran has been in host-

ing us for three years now. 

May you all know without a 

doubt that your servant hearts 

ŀƴŘ άǿŜΩƭƭ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴέ 

attitude reflected the love of 

Jesus to our leaders and class 

members. 

With a grateful heart, 

Deborah Schaefer, Teaching 

Leader 

Bible Study Fellowship 

× Dear Men of Faith Lutheran, 

Please accept our sincere thanks 

for your generous donation of 

$739, funds raised at your 2009 

Golf Scramble. At JDRF, we 

know that there are millions of 

people counting on us to ease 

the daily burden of managing 

their diabetes, reduce the risk 

for complications, and ulti-

mately bring an end to the 

disease. 

We are grateful for your part-

nership and generosity. 

Sincerely, 

Shawn McKenna,  

Director, Indiv. Gift Programs 

Juvenile Diabetes Research 

Foundation International 

× Dear Pr. Bruce, 

LǘΩǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǎƻ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ 

just the right words to say 

άǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳΦέ {ƻ ƘŜǊŜ ƎƻŜǎτa 

sincere thank you, Bruce, to you 

and your father for your visit 

with me at the hospital. The 

love and prayers were so 

welcome. 

Thanks Tom, Mary Lou and 

Melanie for your visits at the 

ǊŜƘŀō άplaceΦέ 

We have been so blessed with 

prayers, cards and get well 

wishes!  

What a fantastic church family 

we have. Hope to be on two 

legs soon! 

In His love, 

Jane Max 

× Dear Dorcas Needlework, 

We want to thank all of you for  

your continuous support. We 

greatly appreciate the donation 

of five handmade baby blan-

kets/afghans. 

We are a non-profit community 

agency that provides therapeu-

tic services to families whose 

infants and toddlers have devel-

opmental delays, disabilities and 

chronic illnesses. 

Again, thank you so much; I 

know the families who received 

these blankets feel blessed by 

your generosity. 

Randi S. Malach, Program Dir. 

Abrazos Family Support Services 

× Dear Faith, 

Thank you to Pr. Wilder and 

Doris Christianson for your visits 

to the hospital the day after my 

surgery; they were a ray of sun-

shine. Thank you to all who kept 

me in your prayers and for all 

who sent get-well cards. I am 

truly blessed to be a part of this 

church family called Faith. 

Sandra Johnson 

 

wŜƛŘ tŀǘǊƛŎƪ DŀƭŜȅΩǎ ŦǳƴŜǊŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜ ƛǎ ƻǾŜǊΦ  

Orval and Bernell Moren and families, and especially our daughter, 

Mary BethτwŜƛŘΩǎ ǿƛŦŜΣ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŀƴƪ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ƛƴ CŀƛǘƘ [ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴ 

for the many cards and memories sent and shared. Some of you 

knew Reid, not only as an artist, but as a friend. He was a gifted 

young man at age 40, at the prime of his teaching and painting, who 

described art as a difficult pleasure. Some of his life is on the web:  

http://www.legacy.com/gb2/default.aspx?

bookid=4037408039976&eid=viewgb_12310 

Peace and blessings to all of you, 

Orval and Bernell Moren  
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Recognition   

of             

Worship 

Volunteers     

on Sunday, 

March 7 

Volunteer Recognition ~ Worship Support  

Special March 7 Recognition: All 

members, guests and the staff of 

Faith Lutheran Church take this 

opportunity to thank the 

volunteers that support our 

worship services. 

On any given Sunday, volunteers 

support our four worship ser-

vices by serving as Greeters, 

Ambassadors, Ushers, Lay 

Readers, Communion Preparers, 

Communion Service Assistants, 

Post Service Communion Servers 

and Sound Board Operators. 

There are also volunteers that 

serve on the Worship Support 

Ministry Team coordinating and 

developing the schedules for the 

more than 300 volunteers in 

these specialty areas.  

At our services on March 7, we 

will recognize these volunteers. 

They freely and willingly give of 

their time and talents to ensure 

the smooth flow of worship and 

help to make our worship and 

praise meaningful, not only on 

Sundays, but also at specially 

designated worship services 

throughout the Christian Calen-

dar year. 

We are the Church and we are 

the arms, legs, feet, and hands 

of our Lord, carrying out His 

work on Earth. Worship support 

volunteers are a great example.  

Worship Support Volunteers, 

please join us, March 7, in the 

Fellowship Hall after your 

respective service for refresh-

ments. We want to further 

recognize you with a special 

token of our appreciation.  

¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ŀƎŀƛƴΧƳŀȅ DƻŘ .ƭŜǎǎ 

you and your service at Faith! 

Bill Dennis, Chair  

Worship Support Ministry Team 

Worship Support Volunteers for Saturday 5:00 PM  

and Servers. It has been decided 

to approach our current 

volunteers for Sunday Worship 

to assist in getting these Satur-

day Evening Services started. If 

you would be willing to serve, 

please let your Worship Support 

Ministry Team Coordinators 

ƪƴƻǿΧ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ǎŎƘŜŘ-

uled. After the Saturday Worship 

Services become established, we 

will ask regular attendees to 

volunteer for these duties.  

Also, if you would like to volun-

teer to serve as a coordinator on 

the Worship Support Ministry 

Team, please contact Bill Dennis 

at 823-2898.  

Thank you! 

Bill Dennis, Chairman 

Worship Support Ministry Team 

At the Annual Congregational  

Meeting on January 31, the con-

gregation voted to begin Satur-

day Worship Services at Faith.  

The services will be held in the 

Fellowship Hall at 5:00 PM 

beginning on March 6.  

As we begin these services, 

there will be a need for Ushers, 

Greeters, Communion Preparers  

The Sandia Chapter board 

approved $3,000 in Care 

Abounds in Communities (CAIC) 

supplemental funds for Haiti 

Relief fundraisers to benefit 

three Lutheran relief organiza-

tions. These organizations are 

WELS Committee on Relief, LC-

MS World Relief/Human Care, 

and Lutheran World Relief. The 

chapter will supplement $1 for 

every $3 donated by individuals, 

up to the $3,000 maximum. 

Donors do not have to be 

Thrivent Financial for Lutherans 

members to participate in this 

activity. Interested congrega-

tions should decide how they 

might wish to help, from publi-

cizing this opportunity for indi-

vidual action to conducting a 

bake sale, meal, garage sale, or 

other fundraising event.  

All donation checks must be 

ƳŀŘŜ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ά{ŀƴŘƛŀ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ ς 

¢ƘǊƛǾŜƴǘ CƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭέ ŀƴŘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ 

be submitted to the chapter by 

March 31, 2010. Donors who 

wish to direct their entire dona-

tion to one of the three 

organizations should indicate 

that organization in the memo 

field. Undesignated donations 

will be split among the three 

organizations. The chapter mail-

ing address is:  

Sandia Chapter ς Thrivent 

Financial for Lutherans  

Attn:  Lisa Hendel  

P.O. Box 91586  

Albuquerque NM 87199-1586  

This activity is in addition to 

¢ƘǊƛǾŜƴǘ CƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭΩǎ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 

$3,000,000 Helping Haiti project. 

Thrivent Financial members may 

also contribute through that 

project via on-line, over-the-

phone, and mail-in donations.  

If your members conduct a fund-

raising activity in support of this 

ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΣ ǿŜΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǘƘŀǘ 

information (volunteer hours, 

total attendance, Thrivent mem-

ber attendance, etc.) in our 

reports. Please have your 

project focal point contact me to 

discuss/report such information.  

We appreciate all that our con-

gregations do to show the love 

and grace of our Savior to suffer-

ing people everywhere. Please 

contact me at MYTFLNM 

@aol.com or (505) 792-9130 

with any questions.  

Sincerely,  

Lisa Hendel  

Financial Director, Sandia 

Chapter 

Thrivent Financial, Sandia Chapter ~ Helping Haiti  

mailto:MYTFLNM@aol.com
mailto:MYTFLNM@aol.com


 

 

Tuesday Night 

Refuge for      

High School 

students  

studying series  

on the              

ά{ƻƴƎ ƻŦ 

{ƻƭƻƳƻƴέ 
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Youth Ministry  

Middle School  

Website Information  

For up-to-date information on 

everything happening in Middle 

School Youth Ministries, log on 

to the Faith Mid-School website:  

www.flmidschool.com. 

Qôs about Mid-School 

Ministries?  

Contact Pr. David Breidenbach 

at dbreidenbach@faithabq.org 

or call him at the church office 

Monday-Thursday at 296-0762. 

High School  

Tuesday Night Refuge  

High School students! Join us 

every Tuesday from 6:00 - 8:00 

pm in Room 1/2/3. We will 

continue our new series on the 

ά{ƻƴƎ ƻŦ {ƻƭƻƳƻƴΦέ  

Contact Jeremy Rodriguez at 

jrodriguez@faithabq.org if you 

have questions.  

Website Information  

For information about High 

School youth, see our own 

website at: 

www.refugeabq.com. 

Elementary Youth  

Website Information  

For information about programs 

and events, see Elementary 

Youth under the Youth tab at 

the church website 

www.faithabq.org.  

Ground Floor 

Sunday, 9:30 AM  

Youth Room 1/2 

April 4 ~ Easter Sunday 

at 8:00 or 11:00 AM 

Attendance 2009 & 2010  8:00 9:30 11:00 Total  

Sunday Worship, January 24  118 410 186 714 

Sunday School, January 24  ~  Youth & Adults 74 

Mid-Week Ministries, January 27 136 

Sunday Worship, January 31  123 379 230 732 

Sunday School, January 31  ~  Youth & Adults    87 

Annual Congregational Meeting, January 31 at 12:15 PM 219 

Mid-Week Ministries, February 3 137 

Sunday Worship, February 7      (+ Ground Floor)  169 438 207 814 

Sunday School, February 7  ~  Youth & Adults     106 

Mid-Week Ministries, February 10  150 

Sunday Worship, February 14     (+ Ground Floor)  134 410 228 772 

Sunday School, February 14  ~  Youth & Adults     95 

Ash Wednesday Worship Services, February 17 ~  12:00 PM & 7:00 PM   295 

celebrated on Easter Sunday, at 

either the 8:00 AM or 11:00 AM 

service. 

WTLT meets for instruction on 

the following dates from 4:00 to 

5:00 PM: 

� �̀� March 7 

� �̀� March 14 (No class; APS 

Spring Break) 

� �̀� March 21 

� �̀� March 28  (Palm Sunday) 

� �̀� April 4 - Easter Sunday:    

First Communion 

 

²ŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ ¢ŀōƭŜ 

(WTLT) helps prepare children 

for their First Communion by 

introducing the theology, his-

tory and meaning of our cele-

brating Holy Communion. The 

class is recommended and 

geared for children in the 5th 

grade, but all children are 

ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΩ 

discretion. After attending the 

three one-hour sessions with 

the pastors, First Communion is 

�:�H�O�F�R�P�H���W�R���W�K�H���/�R�U�G�¶�V���7�D�E�O�H 

http://www.flmidschool.com
mailto:dbreidenbach@faithabq.org
mailto:jrodriguez@faithabq.org

